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International Message 
The Republic of Korea provides NPS 
with its largest group of foreign stu-
dents, 65 to be exact. Korean military 
officers have been attending NPS for 
approximately 30 years. Amid this 
large group of Korean student officers 
is Air Force Major Cheong Soon Kang. 
Major Kang arrived in the United States 
in September 1984, and will complete 
his studies in mechanical engineering 
in March 1987. His wife, Young Seep, 
accompanied him to Monterey and, 
four months ago, their first child was 
born, a son named Dong In. Major 
Kang's home lies in the small village 
of Sacheon in the south Kyungsang 
province. 
What Interesting experiences have 
you had In your mllltary career? 
When I worked at the 1 OS th Fighter 
Squadron on Kwangju Air Base, we 
successfully finished the Teamspirit 
80. Then, the Korea-USA Goodwill As-
sociation invited USAF pilots to each 
member's home. I guided the squad-
ron commander and two other officers 
a 
Diplomatic Dialogue 
by Sunny Evans 
on the tour of observation through the 
city and then to the house of the Chair-
man of the Korea-USA Goodwill As-
sociation. They enjoyed plenty of Ko-
rean food and made themselves famil-
iar with Korean customs. We had a 
nice chance to understand each coun-
try and promote friendship between 
them. 
What are your feelf ngs about the 
1988 Olympic Games being held In 
Seoul? 
Korea will be the second nation in 
Asia and the first developing country 
to host the Olympics. Thus, it is impor-
tant not only for Koreans but for the 
people of all developing countries, 
thereby providing an example which 
other developing countries could follow 
in future years. 
What are some of the preparations 
being made for the Olympics? 
For the preparation of the Games of 
the 24th Olympiad in the summer of 
1988, the Seoul Olympic Organization 
Committee (SLOOC) was organized, 
and the Seoul Sports Complex has 
been constructed. 
What benefits do you feel Korea will 
derive from being host to the Olym-
pic Games? 
It will be a very nice chance to intro-
duce our cultural heritage, and we can 
show our rapid economic develop-
ment. Also, Koreans will have the 
capabilities to hold the largest interna-
tional events. 
What are a few of the sights you 
would recommend to a visitor In 
your country? 
KYONGJU - Perhaps the richest re-
pository of ancient history and arts on 
the peninsula, the city of Kyongju is 
now only a provincial town but once 
was the splendid capital of the Silla 
Dynasty (57 B.C.-935 A.O.). Kyongju 
is literally a museum without walls, 
filled with remains of ancient Silla: tem-
ples, royal tombs, monuments, the ear-
liest stone observatory in Asia, 
pagodas and the crumbling remains of 
a palace and fortresses. There is a 
branch of the National Museum in 
town. The two supreme treasures of 
Kyongju are the Pulguksa Temple, one 
of the most beautiful in Korea, and the 
nearby stone grotto, called Sokkuram, 
known throughout the world for the 
stone statues and curved friezes, con-
sidered pinnacles of Buddhist art. 
CHEJUDO ISLAND - Korea's only 
island province is just an hour by jet 
from Seoul. Cheju enjoys a semi-trop-
ical climate with mild weather all year 
around. The plants and lan~scape are 
entirely distinct from the mainland and 
are unique to Cheju. The beauties of 
the island range from lofty Mt. Halla-
san, the highest mountain in South 
Korea, with the huge crater of an ex-
tinct volcano on its peak, to the famed 
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women divers who make their living 
gathering seafood and the marine 
products from the depths of the ocean 
even in winter. 
EAST COAST RESORTS - The 
northern stretch of Korea's east coast, 
which can be reached by plane, train 
or express bus from Seoul, is ragged 
and mountainous with breathtaking 
scenery that has caused it to be called 
the "Switzerland of Asia." Skiing, swim-
ming, mountain climbing and other 
winter sports are the most popular rec-
reations. The beaches are perhaps the 
finest in Korea, gently shelving into 
shallow water with mild currents, but 
the principal inland resort area is Mt. 
Sorak National Park. 
FOLK VILLAGE - A traditjonal Ko-
rean village located 30 minutes south 
of Seoul near Suwon reenacts the en-
chanting rural life in Korea hundreds 
of years ago. This village was erected 
in 1973 and now includes aspects of 
almost everything uniquely Korean 
from days gone by. Homes, typical of 
the village square, tight-rope walkers, 
weddings or funeral processions, kite-
flying contests and graceful dance 
troupes are seen regularly. 
With Korea's history of foreign oc-
cupation, and with Its tremendous 
growth and development In the last 
30 years, what do you believe the 
future holds for your country? 
I think Korea has the prospect of a 
bright future because Koreans pos-
sess a high desire to learn. As a result 
of that, we have a very low illiteracy 
rate and plenty of brains in various 
fields. This Jove of learning led to 
Korea's rapid growth and develop-
ment. We can catch up with Japan at 
some time or other. 
Do South Koreans feel constantly 
threatened by North Korea? 
Yes, of course. South Koreans are 
always alert to the possibility of inva-
sion by North Korea. Recently, North 
Korea moved some military forces to 
the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone), and 
they increasingly build up the relation-
ship with the USSR and receive a lot 
of military assistance from them. We 
know what this means. 
Do you foresee any Improvement In 
the relationship between the two 
countries? 
Yes, I do. The Red Cross talks be-
tween Seoul and Pyongyang resumed 
in May of 1985, breaking a 12-year-
long stalemate, and 50 dispersed 
families from each side crossed the 
border at Panmunjom on September 
20 to see their loved ones for the first 
time in 40 years. The two sides also 
exchanged folk art troupes, and the 
negotiations for the commodity ex-
changes and bilateral economic coop-
erations are in progress. 
What has helped you to adaptto life 
In the U.S.? 
My senior and junior officers helped 
me very much and my sponsor, Scott 
Wetter, assisted with devotion. 
What source provided you with In-
formation about NPS and the local 
area prior to your arrival? 
Each branch of the service was well 
organized and closely banded to-
gether, therefore, I received a lot of 
information from them. Prior to my ar-
rival, they combined efforts and found 
a house for me; and, after my arrival, 
they assisted in finding me a car. 
What appeals to you about the 
American way of life and what does 
not? 
I have been here for one year and 
four months. During this short period, 
I have been impressed very much with 
the American's spirit of obeying the 
laws, goodwill, reliance and open 
mindedness, but I think Americans 
sometimes seem to be cold-hearted. 
What areas of the United States 
would you like to see, and why? 
I would like to go to the eastern parts 
of America, especially Boston or New 
York because I believe I would learn 
about many other aspects of American 
life there. America is too big to under-
stand, so I would like to go to different 
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